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Overflowing with thankfulness... for you!
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A Message from PERRY HINES

; ’ | can’t help but feel grateful this It’s about more than providing nourishment. For
AR time of year. Yes, it’s a busy season— aneighbor experiencing homelessness, a meal is relief,
t - __ \ but there’s so much to look forward dignity, and the first step toward stability—as it was
» § to: Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the for Justin, whose story you’ll read on page 3.

outpouring of generosity we see at
year end. | imagine you're equally
excited about enjoying these holidays with loved ones.

Thank you for your heart for our hurting neighbors
experiencing hunger. Your care and compassion are a
powerful response to being rooted in Christ, as we read in
But it’s important to pause and give this month Colossians 2:6-7...
the attention it deserves. September is Hunger Action
Month—it’s our invitation to consider how hunger
impacts hurting neighbors...and our community as

awhole.

“Continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught,
andoverflowing with thankfulness.”

Perry Hines
President & CEO

When someone is experiencing hunger, they can’t
think of anything else. Shelter, hygiene, health care, and
employment can be addressed only after hunger is solved.
Your gift of just $2.36 can provide that solution with a meal
and care for a man, woman, or child in Central and South
Central Indiana.

NO ONE SHOULD FACE
HUNGER ALONE.

MEALS NEEDED BY SEPT. 30!

We’re Moving Our Feet
so Others Can Eat here

in Indianapolis! When someone is experiencing
hunger, nothing else matters. Once
that need is met, they can begin to
rebuild their life—to find shelter,

seek recovery, and take steps toward

Join other compassionate friends of Wheeler Mission
on Thanksgiving morning in Broad Ripple for our 24th
Annual Drumstick Dash. This year’s event will include:

e A 4.3-mile run/walk, beginning at 9 a.m.

e A2.6-mile run/walk, beginning at 9 a.m.

e An #OuttaTownDashAround Virtual Race
you can do anytime

To register, become a sponsor, donate,
orvolunteer, go to &4 drumstickdash.org.

All proceeds will support our services that save,
sustain, and transform the lives of our neighbors
experiencing hurt, hunger, and homelessness.

Thank you for helping share
a little extra gratitude this Thankegiving!

lasting change.

September is Hunger Action Month... and your
chance to make sure no one has to face hunger alone.

Just $2.36 provides a nourishing meal and care that
offers relief and hope when it’s needed most.
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action now!

Send your gift to help
neighbors experiencing hunger

today OR give online at
WheelerMission.org.

WMMFN



N ‘] don’t
N take
things for

granted.” § '

bro
o
A

”

e -

or most of his life, Justin was fighting a losing

battle. ¢l spent the better part of 30 years in
active addiction.” From an upper middle-class life, he
eventually wound up living on the streets.

“I moved here to get off heroin,” he recalls, “which
I'd been on for 15 years.” While he was able to break that
addiction, another quickly took its place. I picked up
drinking, and that led me down a pretty dark path.”

It cost him everything that mattered in his life. “|
lost it all. My family, my car, my house... everything.”
Eventually, his choices led him to incarceration, where
he received a profound second chance and heard
God calling him to a new life.

“l was an atheist prior—I didn’t believe at all,” Justin
says. But at that lowest point of his life, his eyes were
opened and something shifted. “It’s kind of hard to
look back on everything and say there is no God.”

While in prison, Justin was given the option of
entering a recovery program at a camp. “My faith grew
there, | sat by still waters, and | got to know Jesus.”
That transformation led him to an open staff position at
Wheeler Mission.
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| got humbled when everything was
taken away from me.
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Today, Justin serves on staff helping others who
are walking the same road he once traveled. “l have
a chance to bring guys in that same direction, to
Christ, who delivered me.”

He is living a life he once couldn’t imagine. “Pd
never had a year of sobriety, and | do now.” His
relationships with his family are being restored, and hope
has replaced despair.

Because of you, Justin is experiencing
Thanksgiving in a whole new way
this year... with a renewed faith and
a heart full of gratitude. “| have a
relationship with my Lord and Creator,
and I'm thankful for a place where | can
help lead other men to Christ.”
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Corporate Sponsor, Lucas Oil!

“Lucas Oil is proud to be a partner of Wheeler Mission since 2022. Central For four years, Lucas Oil has helped meet
Indiana is our home, and engaging with the community here through service the needs of our struggling neighbors in
and compassion is part of our DNA. We embrace Wheeler’s work to support Central and South Central Indiana through
individuals experiencing homelessness in Central and South Central Indiana. their generous support of our ministry.
From co-presenting Drumstick Dash to rolling up our sleeves as volunteers,
we’re committed to standing alongside Wheeler Mission in the work they do We sincerely thank everyone at Lucas
every day.” Oil for their faithful support of those in

- o
—Morgan Lucas, CEO of Lucas Oil and Wheeler Mission Board Member HEHNID T ORI

SOME GIFTS ARE MEANT TO BE SHARED

Allen Levi challenged himself to write a full-length novel. After accomplishing his goal, he put the manuscript in a drawer and
moved on to the next thing.

At the suggestion of friends, Allen self-published the book, titled Theo of Golden, in 2023. Word spread about this story
of generosity, faith, and connection. By early 2026, it reached #1 on the New York Times
bestseller list. The pet project Allen once put aside has resonated with countless people.

If you’ve been saving money in a donor advised fund (DAF), consider this your invitation
to pull it out of the metaphorical drawer and make a difference today. Here’s how:

1. Remember your “why.”” You had a vision when you started your DAF. Refocus on
those plans and priorities.

2. Give today. Discover what your favorite ministries are doing that align with your
vision, then make a DAF gift to transform lives right now.

3. Create a plan. Your DAF giving can continue after your lifetime. List Wheeler
Mission as a beneficiary of your DAF account and provide ongoing support for our
work.

For the full version of this article, request our FREE resource “From Good Intentions to Great Impact in 3 Simple Steps” by contacting Jeff Boxell at
(317) 714-6680 or JeffBoxell@WheelerMission.org—or bless your family today with an up-to-date will at WheelerMission.ChristianWill.org.
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