
 

 

2026 Point-in-Time Count Statement 

 
The 2026 Point-in-Time Count, conducted by CHIP on a single night in January and 
released on July 28, identified 1,821 Indianapolis residents experiencing 
homelessness—just six more people than in 2025, an increase of less than 1%. 
Following increases of 5% in 2024 and 7% in 2025, the absence of another significant 
increase is an encouraging development for our community. 

We are grateful for the continued work taking place throughout Indianapolis to care 
for people experiencing homelessness. Wheeler Mission is proud to serve as part of 
the city’s full Continuum of Care, working alongside outreach teams, healthcare 
providers, housing organizations, recovery programs, public agencies, and other 
community partners. Each organization plays an important role in helping people find 
safety, address the circumstances contributing to their homelessness, and move 
toward greater stability.  

The count also showed an 18% decrease in unsheltered homelessness, from 331 
people in 2025 to 272 in 2026. This is another encouraging sign that more of our 
neighbors were connected with shelter and care on the night of the count, in which 
the weather was bitterly cold with lingering deep snow and dangerous wind chills.  

Wheeler Mission operates low-barrier shelters designed to be accessible to people 
experiencing homelessness. When someone needs help, our goal is to make it as 
simple as possible for that person to enter, find a safe place to stay, receive a 
meal, and begin connecting with supportive services.  

As a Christ-centered ministry, we believe every person is created in the image of God 
and deserves to be treated with dignity, compassion, and love. Scripture reminds us, 
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord” (Proverbs 19:17). That calling shapes 
how we welcome and serve every guest who comes through our doors.  

Every guest who enters through our Help door has access to Wheeler Mission’s full 
continuum of Help, Hope, and Healing, ultimately leading toward life transformation 
as well as housing. Those who choose to continue their journey with us can access 
case management, healthcare connections, addiction recovery, residential 



programming, employment support, spiritual care, housing assistance, and ongoing 
supportive services at little to no cost.  

Through this pathway, guests are equipped to move beyond immediate crisis, 
become productive citizens, and enjoy lasting success in Christ. Our goal is not 
simply to provide temporary shelter, but to help each person pursue stability, 
independence, housing, and true life transformation.  

Our 2025 outcomes demonstrate that this pathway is active and producing 
meaningful results:  

• 12,921 people received a service   

• 635 individuals moved into stable housing   

• 202 individuals achieved stable income   

• 223 individuals completed a program   

• 37% of Wheeler Mission employees are former program participants   

Wheeler Mission also served 406,897 meals, provided 249,398 nights of 
safe shelter, and benefited from 38,734 volunteer hours during 2025.  

We celebrate that Indianapolis did not experience another substantial increase in this 
year’s count, while recognizing that 1,821 people experiencing 
homelessness remains far too many. People will continue to face housing crises, 
addiction, unemployment, health challenges, and other circumstances that lead them 
to need help. Wheeler Mission will continue to be here when they need us—providing 
accessible shelter, compassionate care, and a Christ-centered pathway from Help to 
Hope to Healing.  
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