Don’t Miss...

2 A message from Rick Alvis

2 A Second Chance

4 Golﬁng for Good

WHEELER MISSION MINISTRIES Help. Hope. Healing.
FALL 2015

“Being sober
isn’t a dream now.

it’s my reality.”

C

hris was in jail when he saw how much
damage his addiction to alcohol had
caused in his life.
Drinking had been “just something fun
to do in college.” But when Chris’ mom
unexpectedly passed away, his drinking
turned into a way to numb the pain of his loss.
“I think I used it as an excuse to stop caring,” he says.
Chris continued on page 3 >>>
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Get Ready... Get Set…

A Message From
Rick Alvis

Hunger hurts. It’s hurting
people in central Indiana right
now, in fact.
Studies by Feeding Indiana’s
Hungry and Feeding America
show that 1 in 6 Hoosiers turn
to meal pantries and programs
just to put food on the table.
1 in 6 … over 1 million men,
women and children. In Marion
County alone, thousands have
no idea where their next meal
will come from … or if there
will be a meal at all.
Here at the Mission, they’ll
always ﬁnd a hot, nourishing
meal. But food for today is just
the start.
Many who come here are
searching to ﬁll deeper, more
painful places inside. They’re
not just physically hungry.
They’re tired, alone – and
desperate to ﬁll their lives with
love, gratitude and new hope.
It’s such a blessing that you
help provide both: food to
nourish their weary bodies and
eternal nourishment through
the love of a Savior who
restores their hurting souls.
As Jesus says in John 6:35, “I
am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes
in me will never be thirsty.”
Thank you for stepping in to
give men, women and children
the nourishment that truly
satisﬁes their
hunger – body
and spirit.

President/CEO
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Rick Alvis

2015 DRUMSTICK DASH
Our 13th annual run starts at
9 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 26. Join
us at the starting line and move
your feet so others can eat…and
maybe you’ll even catch Gerry
Gobbler while you’re at it!

Did you know...Our Drumstick Dash is the second
largest running event in the state of Indiana. Nearly
17,000 people pack the streets and run to beneﬁt
the Mission every Thanksgiving morning.

Our volunteers are a blessing. We’re
expecting thousands of participants
– so we’ll need 1,500+ volunteers to
help this event run smoothly!


º

To register for the race or to volunteer, call
(317) 635-3575 or visit DrumstickDash.org.

Second

A^Chance

This Thanksgiving season, you can do
something about homelessness and hunger
in Indianapolis.
There are thousands of homeless people
in our community. Many of them are living
in tents or sleeping in cars...a real danger as
the weather turns colder. Most are scared
and alone.
And they’re hungry. Hungry for food –
and for a second chance.
That second chance often starts at the
Mission with a hot, home-cooked meal for
just $2.25!
We expect to serve over 60,000 meals
between today and Thanksgiving – that’s
thousands of new chances for men, women

and children. You can
do something today by
donating to provide one
or more of these
meals.
Each meal can
lead people to so
much more: Shelter.
Counseling. Our
recovery programs.
Healing from addiction or homelessness.
Hope for a better tomorrow.
Please, don’t wait another day – make
your gift now. Use the enclosed envelope, or
give online at www.WheelerMission.org.
Thank you!

Chris continued on page 3 >>>

Soon, his life was out of control
and all he thought about was his next
drink. He lied to his friends, alienated
family and isolated himself so he
could drink in secret.
“I’m not hurting anybody.”
“I wasted a lot of years feeling sorry
for myself and that’s when everything
went off track,” Chris says. “I figured,
I’m not hurting anybody but myself,
which is the biggest lie we can tell
ourselves.”
His lifestyle led to time in jail...and
there, he realized he wasn’t living the
life he wanted. By God’s grace, it’s also
where he found out about Wheeler
Mission.
“Being sober isn’t a dream. It’s
my reality.”
Chris entered our STEPS (Steps
Toward Economic and Personal
Stability) program, which helps men
find stable jobs in the community
while providing them with shortterm housing – allowing them to save
money and recover from homelessness
or addiction through life-skills classes,
counseling and spiritual support.
The program has given Chris the

Strength in
Our Streets

T

his year’s Strength In Our
Streets was a massive success.
On June 20, 270 athletes from 19
area CrossFit Afﬁliates competed
at CrossFit IndyShield. When the
ﬁnal weight was dropped, the event
raised more than $65,000 to aid
area homeless, bringing our twoyear total to more than $110,000
for Wheeler Mission and Outreach!
This will do incredible things for
people in need, including providing
food, shelter, addiction recovery,
counseling, education assistance,
and most importantly - hope! Visit
StrengthInOurStreets.com for more
information.

chance to build a new life. “God’s in
my life, and I think more about doing
the right thing. Living a sober life is
no longer just a dream...it’s my reality
now.”
After a few months, Chris became
a mentor to men just entering STEPS.
“The clothes, the food, the beds
we have here are a blessing – and
I encourage the guys to remember
that.”
Chris is also part of the Back on
My Feet program, a running club that
works with the Mission, currently
training to run a half-marathon soon.
“Every day is a journey.”
Now, Chris’ days are filled with
mentoring and serving others around
the Mission. He’s even given a talk
to teens from the community about
homelessness and addiction.
“Six months ago, if you had told
me that I’d be speaking to high school
kids, I would have told you you were
insane,” Chris says. “Every day I’m
here, it’s another day I’m farther away
from that old Chris.”
“I just let my actions do the
talking.”
Chris is saving up money for
his own place and looking at options

for a career in construction. He’s also
rebuilding relationships by showing,
not just telling, his family and friends
how God has changed him from the
inside out. “I let my actions do the
talking now,” he says.
Chris is grateful to Mission
partners like you who allowed him
to make his journey from an addict
to a man of God. “The people who
support Wheeler Mission are truly
changing lives.”

Check out the Specials

at our Thrift Store!
50% off

One color clothing tag each week

50% off

everything in the store,
2nd & 4th Monday (each month)

50% off

all books on Tuesdays

25% off

everything for Senior Citizens
(age 55+) on Wednesdays
Our Thrift Store is located at
2730 S. Madison Ave.
For more information,
or to donate, please call
(317) 701-9186
or visit WheelerMission.org.

3

Golﬁng for Good
National Hunger
& Homelessness
Awareness Week,
NOVEMBER 14-22
There are so many ways
you can join the Mission for
National Hunger &
Homelessness Awareness
Week — a national effort to raise
awareness of hunger and
homelessness. Skip a meal or
your morning coffee and
donate the money to provide
food and care for people
staying at the Mission.
For more ways to help, visit
WheelerMission.org.
Thank you!

Connect with us online!
Youtube.com/wmm1893
Twitter.com/WheelerMission
Facebook.com/WheelerMission

O

We reached our goal!

ur 5th annual 100 Holes for the
Homeless golf marathon set out
with a big fundraising goal: $30,000 in
30 days.
But that was no problem for a group
of passionate, determined golfers who
raised a total of $44,438!
THANK YOU to the 30 golfers who
spent 30 days fundraising and then
came out to Broadmoor Country Club
to golf for nearly 9 hours.
And a special thanks to our main
event sponsors, 88.3 Shine.FM,
American Income
Life, Chicago
Pizza and MATS
International, who
helped make this
event possible.
Each dollar
raised by our
golfers helped
provide food,
shelter and care
during the summer
months, when
donations drop off, but the number of
people coming to the Mission doesn’t!

The top golfer and second place
fundraiser this year was Bob Desrosiers...
congratulations and thank you, Bob!

This 5 year event
has brought in more
than $180,000 to
provide meals and
care for central
Indiana’s homeless.

For complete results, visit
100HolesForTheHomeless.org.

Here’s my 2015 Annual
Thanksgiving Campaign gift:
❍
❍
❍
❍

The top fundraiser was David Wilhite,
who raised a total of $5,630!

$15.75 to feed and care for 7 people
$27.00 to feed and care for 12 people
$51.75 to feed and care for 23 people
$_______ to help as much as possible

❍

Check enclosed

❍

❍

❍

Bill my credit card

❍

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

❍
CIV/SEC #

PHONE #

Donate online at www.WheelerMission.org
or call (317) 635-3575.

_________________________________________________________________
NAME

_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

_________________________________________________________________

Wheeler Mission
P.O. Box 3085
Indianapolis, IN 46206-3085

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

_________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL

FAL15

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

