
H arvey didn’t always “go it 
alone.” He was raised in 

a large, loving family. But as a 
teenager, he fell in with the wrong 
crowd. One thing led to another 
– and eventually, to drugs. “From 
then on, my life just started going 
downhill.” 

Even in the worst moments 
of Harvey’s 20-year addiction to 
cocaine, he had trouble reaching out 
to others for help. “I didn’t know 
how to love. I didn’t care about 
anybody. I was only out for me.” 

Finally, Harvey decided he 
was ready to let someone else help 
him change. He started our Hebron 
Addiction Recovery Program, 

only to leave, and then relapse a 
few months later when his mother 
suddenly passed away. He spent the 
next seven years struggling, alone. 

Harvey may have been done 
with the program, done with trying 
to change…but God wasn’t done 
with him. 

He found himself at Wheeler 
Mission’s doors once again. 
“God guided me through those 
doors,” he says. “I said, ‘I can’t 
do this anymore. I’m going to kill 
somebody out there trying to get 
drugs, or they’re going to kill me.  
I need help.’” 

Coming back to Hebron wasn’t 
easy. Harvey had to start all over 
from the beginning. He considered 
leaving again, but then decided 
not to give up. “I wasn’t going to 
run anymore. Once, twice…I was 
going to stay and finish it.”

This time, Harvey finished the 
12-month program. And he didn’t 
have to do it alone. “The guys I 
went through the program with 
stand there with you.” 

Harvey is currently working 
at our Men’s Residential Center, 

Harvey Couldn’t Do It 
On His Own

“being there” for the men who are 
staying with us while they work and 
save up money, and sharing his ex-
periences and the love of Christ that 
brought him through years of pain. 

He recently moved into his 
own apartment and is reaching out 
to as many people as possible. “I 
used to be only looking out for me. 
But somebody took the time to 
care for me. Basically, that’s what 
I’m trying to do…give hope to 
someone else.” 
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A Message From 
Rick Alvis

Dear Ministry Partner, 

I was thinking the other 
day of an old song that says, 
“When you walk through a 
storm, keep your head up high 
and don’t be afraid of the 
dark.”

So many people who come to 
the Mission are going through 
stormy times.

But no matter what storms 
are raging in their lives, the 
Mission is a safe harbor. We 
provide care, counseling 
and the encouragement they 
need to move forward. And 
we let them know that God 
is the anchor who will give 
them continued strength and 
stability. 

This help and hope is the 
foundation of our work. And 
your support is the bedrock 
on which that foundation is 
built. Thank you for all you 
do to ensure that those in need 
“never walk alone.”

Rick Alvis    
President/CEO

70,000 meals. 694 plates.70,000 meals. 694 plates.
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TThere are 694 plates in our kitch-
ens. During the next four months, 

each of them will be filled with nutri-
tious food, cleaned, washed and filled 
again and again as we serve more than 
70,000 meals.

It costs just $2.25 to fill one plate 
with wholesome, homemade food.

Your gift of $15.75 will provide 
7 meals and care. $27.00 will fill 12 
plates. A gift of $51.75 can feed and 
care for 23 needy people.

As the weather grows colder, 
more and more people will be here for 

meals. Some will need 
a place to stay. With 
your support, their 
plates will be filled  
and beds will be found. 

I want to thank you for your past 
support and encourage you to send a 
gift today to help us fill each of our 
694 plates over and over again as we 
head into our busiest time of the year.

Use the enclosed envelope to send 
your gift, or give online at  
www.WheelerMission.org.

Mark your calendars for the 
10th annual Wheeler Mission 

Drumstick Dash presented by 
Huntington Bank! 

This is our 
biggest event of 
the year and it 
continues to grow! 

The Drumstick 
Dash is a fun-
filled run/walk 
through the streets 

of Broad Ripple on Thanksgiving 
morning and benefits those we serve 

Thanksgiving Needs 

Donations can be dropped off at the Wheeler Mission Men’s Residential Center 
at 245 N. Delaware St., 8 a.m. – 7 p.m., seven days a week. Please call Milton  

at (317) 635-3575 or visit www.WheelerMission.org for more information.

at Wheeler 
Mission. 

Your 
entry fee will 
help feed the 
homeless 
and needy in 
Indianapolis. 

For more information, visit 
DrumstickDash.org or call (317) 
635-3575. 

We are expecting another record-
breaking amount of runners and 
walkers, so come join the fun!

Drumstick Dash 2012

60 turkeys60 turkeys
10 boneless hams10 boneless hams
15 #10 cans of sweet 15 #10 cans of sweet 
   potatoes or yams, or    potatoes or yams, or 
   4 large cases (200 lbs)   4 large cases (200 lbs)
100 individual boxes of 100 individual boxes of 
   Stove Top stuffing   Stove Top stuffing
50 lb. bags of white onions50 lb. bags of white onions
12 #10 cans of cranberry 12 #10 cans of cranberry 
   sauce   sauce

40 individual cans of Cream  40 individual cans of Cream  
   of Mushroom soup   of Mushroom soup
40 lbs of fried onions40 lbs of fried onions
10 gallons of turkey gravy10 gallons of turkey gravy
25 lb. bags of brown sugar25 lb. bags of brown sugar
20 lbs butter20 lbs butter
35 gallons of apple cider35 gallons of apple cider
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been easy. But little by little, Eric be-
gan to change. 

As graduation neared, Eric began 
to think about the next phase of his 
new life. “I was leaning toward get-
ting my license back and going out and 
making money. But God told me that 
all these gifts and talents are there for 
me to help other people.”

That’s when Eric decided to enter our 
Servant Leadership Training Program. 

Recently, he shared his testimony 
with the guests in our Emergency 
Shelter for Men. When he saw one of 
the guys sitting down later talking to 
a counselor, he knew that God was 
reaching others through him!

“That’s what it’s all about,” Eric 
says. “And I can’t give anyone the 
peace that transcends all understand-
ing. Only God can do that.”

Eric would like to continue to 
work with those who are homeless 
and in need, perhaps here at the Mis-
sion. But he also needs to consider 
providing care for his mother who is 
very ill with emphysema.

Whatever road he chooses, we’re 
so thankful that you are there to help 
Eric and hundreds of others like him 
find a new path!

“Kicked To the Curb…”
Eric Found a New Life in Service to Others!

L ike father, like son. At least, that’s 
the way Eric thought life should 

be. His dad “pretty much worked all 
the time” and helped Eric’s mom with 
the kids. But Dad also drank. 

Eric remembers his dad coming home 
and passing out on the couch. “I thought 
that was cool,” he says. So by the time 
Eric was 12, he was drinking, too.

When he was 17, his parents 
divorced. And that’s when Eric 
started blaming everybody for his 
problems, and when the real “drink- 
ing and partying” started.

An “independent type” who “didn’t 
like to be told what to do,” Eric went 
into the construction and plumbing 
business, sometimes working for others, 
sometimes for himself. But then, his 
drinking started getting out of hand.

Nearly ten years ago, Eric started 
getting in serious trouble. By 2008, his 
life had “spiraled out of control.” Jail 
time, more drinking, a stab at rehab that 
lasted nearly nine months. Eric would 
get close to recovery, then fall back.

Today, he knows what was miss-
ing: A relationship with God!

“I knew there was a God,” Eric 
says. And it was when he hit bottom 
and tried to commit suicide that the 
Lord made his presence felt. “I slit both 
my wrists and was lying on the floor in 
my own blood, asking God to take me.” 
But he now sees that even in that dark 
moment, the Lord was there, preparing 
a way toward a whole new life.

When Eric recovered and came to 
the Mission, his hands were still ban-
daged. But sitting there at intake, he 
felt a “comfort and peace” come over 
him that he had never felt before.

“Doing what the Lord wants and 
not what Eric wants” hasn’t always 

…41% of those who 
are homeless in Marion 
County suffer from 
chronic addiction to 
drugs or alcohol?

Addicts completing a year-
long treatment program like 

the Mission’s Hebron Addiction 
Recovery Program have a 75% 
chance of sustained sobriety 
and recovery. 

Wheeler Mission 
Thrift Store

C leaning out the garage? 
Finished with your garage 

sale? Did you know Wheeler 
Mission owns and operates a 
thrift store? 

The Wheeler Mission Thrift 
Store sells new and gently used 
clothes and household items. 

All proceeds benefit the 
Mission and its programs. You 
can drop off your donations 
at the Thrift Store (2730 S. 
Madison Ave.) or at any of our 
drop off locations. 

Call us at (317) 635-3575 or 
visit www.WheelerMission.org 
for more information!



I’ll help the Mission get ready for its I’ll help the Mission get ready for its 
busiest time of the year by filling plates busiest time of the year by filling plates 
with food and hearts with hope.with food and hearts with hope.

Donate online at www.WheelerMission.org, www.WheelerMission.org, 
or call (317) 635-3575.or call (317) 635-3575.

Wheeler Mission Ministries
P.O. Box 3085
Indianapolis, IN 46206-3085
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NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this completed form with your donation.  Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.  You will receive a receipt.
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m  $15.75 to feed and care for 7 people 
m  $27.00 to feed and care for 12 people 
m  $51.75 to feed and care for 23 people 
m  $_________ to help as much as possible

On June 15, about 500 people came 
out to enjoy our third annual Camp 

Out to Stamp Out Homelessness event.  
We had our first rain-free Camp 

Out this year! 
The event featured live music 

by Christian artists and felt like a 
real music festival. Event MC Dave 
Calabro gave away prizes and t-shirts. 
We enjoyed concerts by the Hunter 
Smith Band, Brianna Caprice, Amanda 
Swanson and members of the Greater 
Northwest Baptist Choir. 

Kids loved the bounce house, 
obstacle course, face painting station 
and rock climbing wall. 

Between the concerts, we showed 
informative videos about Wheeler Mis-
sion’s and Outreach Inc.’s programs 
highlighting how individuals and 
groups can get involved and make a 
difference. 

Those who camped out shared in 
a time of praise and worship led by 
graduates of our Hebron Addiction 
Recovery Program. Wheeler’s 

Camp Out to Stamp Out Homelessness 
& Music Fest 2012

How to Make 
Your Gifts Do 
More

We want to  
use every  

penny possible to help  
those in need. That’s why we 
are encouraging our Mission 
partners to make gifts using a 
credit card or a debit from your 
bank account.

It’s safe. It’s secure. And it’s 
a great way to make sure each 
gift provides as much help as 
possible.

By using your credit card or 
electronic funds transfer, you put 
more money to work serving 
those in need by reducing paper 
usage, eliminating postage costs 
and reducing the time our staff 
needs to spend processing gifts.

Whether you want to make a 
single gift today, or become a 
member of our Circle of Hope 
with a monthly or quarterly 
gift, just fill in one of the 
authorizations on the back of 
your gift slip. 

Thank you!

President/CEO Rick Alvis shared a 
short devotional and challenge, and we 
served a hot breakfast.

Thank you to everyone who was in-
volved in our third annual Camp Out to 
Stamp Out Homelessness & Music Fest!

To learn more about this and other 
annual Mission events, visit  
www.WheelerMission.org.

Join us

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card
         m VISA   m MC   m AMEX   m DISC   

Here’s my gift:

Visit Us Online!

Get to know us better, learn 
about volunteer opportunities, 

read about the latest news and 
events and donate securely at  
www.WheelerMission.org. 

Camp Out to Stamp Out 
Homelessness Event 
Sponsors

Big Big O TiresO Tires
Shine.FMShine.FM
Brewer Brewer DirectDirect
Chicago’s Chicago’s PizzaPizza
Conner Conner InsuranceInsurance
PDF PDF MechanicalMechanical
Kimball Kimball MidwestMidwest
Mats.orgMats.org
Gander Gander MountainMountain
CKS CKS Company, Inc. Laundry SystemsCompany, Inc. Laundry Systems
Mo’Joe Mo’Joe CoffeehouseCoffeehouse
CrossFit CrossFit NapTownNapTown
Indianapolis Indianapolis IndiansIndians
Ray’s Ray’s Trash Service, Inc.Trash Service, Inc.
Eureka!Eureka!
ServiceMaster ServiceMaster CleanClean
Chick-fil-AChick-fil-A
Mobile Mobile Air, Inc.Air, Inc.
Indiana Indiana War MemorialWar Memorial


