
F or the past two winters, 
Marsue lived in a house that 

had no heat!
The home she was living in 

used to belong to her mom and 
dad. The man who bought it was 
renting it out to her. On her limited 
income, Marsue couldn’t afford to 
pay utilities and eat, so there was 
no heat in the winter.

Then, she lost her job and 
used up all her savings. When she 

could no longer pay rent, Marsue 
became homeless.

Not wanting to see her on the 
streets, the police took Marsue 
to a local emergency shelter. But 
the time she could stay there was 
limited, so they referred her to 
Wheeler Mission’s Center for 
Women & Children where she 
could receive the help she needed 
to get back on her feet.

Marsue’s first stop was to meet 
with her assigned case manager. 
While her needs were being 
assessed, Marsue took part in life-
skills and spiritual classes and had 
the opportunity to learn more about 
our long-term programs.

Marsue decided to become 
part of our Fresh Start/Working 
Guest Program, a six-month 
course designed to help women 
become independent through job 

placement or job training.
The goal was to 

get Marsue into safe, 
affordable housing 
within six months. 
During her time here, 
she also received 
training in our 
computer lab and 
took classes in math, 
human relations and 

A Fresh Start for Marsue

good work habits. “Taking classes 
here was great,” she says. “I 
learned a lot.”  One of her favorite 
classes was Nutrition. “I learned 
how to feed myself right instead of 
just eating what I wanted.”

While Marsue wasn’t able to 
find a job due to a medical condi-
tion, she did qualify for disability. 
Staying at Wheeler enabled her to 
save enough money to get her own 
apartment.

This winter, Marsue is safe 
and warm in her own home. And, 
as spring rolls around, she’ll be 
returning to Wheeler to volunteer 
and help others.

Thanks to the support of 
friends like you, women like 
Marsue have a safe place to go 
where they can get the help they so 
urgently need!
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A Personal Word 
From the President/CEO

For people whose lives have 
been destroyed by abuse, drugs, 
alcohol, poverty and homeless-
ness, Christ’s promise of new 
life is a powerful one!

Building a new life in Christ 
is all about trusting in God’s 
design for our lives. Here at 
Wheeler, with the help of car-
ing friends like you, we begin 
to build that trust.  

It can be as simple as greet-
ing someone by name when 
they come for a meal or the 
offer of a night’s safe shelter. 
It continues with recovery 
programs based on God’s 
Word and believing in His 
power to shape our lives.

It builds when those in our 
long-term programs begin to 
give back—helping others, 
becoming members of local 
churches, and returning to 
their families and communi-
ties healed and whole.

Bless you for helping people 
in need discover that they may 
have life, and “have it more 
abundantly!”

 

Rick Alvis    
President/CEO

This Easter… Hope Starts Here
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This Easter, you can help a neighbor 
in our community—a man, woman 

or child in need—take the first steps 
toward a brighter future. 

Because with your support, 
Wheeler Mission is the place where 
hunger ends and hope begins.

Hope starts here with a meal. 
With your support, we’ll serve more 
than 34,615 meals during the Easter 
season, including hundreds at our 
annual Easter banquet!

Hope grows as other needs are 
met: Shelter. Care and recovery. A 

relationship with Jesus Christ that 
provides hope now and eternally. 

Hope starts with you. The 
meals and shelter you provide are the 
foundation of this ministry—the basic 
services that bring people in off the 
street and out of the cold. 

Please use the enclosed envelope 
to send a special Easter gift today. Or 
donate online at WheelerMission.org. 
The hope your gift supplies will make 
a huge difference in so many lives…
this Easter and beyond!

 “Abundant      
 Life”

Rowdie Claus Helps with 
Canned Food Drive
On December 17, hundreds of kids 

and their parents came to Victory 
Field to see Rowdie Claus, mascot for 
the Indianapolis Indians minor league 
baseball team. 

In addition to getting a chance to 
meet and have their picture taken with 
their favorite mascot, many families do-
nated canned goods to benefit Wheeler 
Mission. There were arts & crafts for 
the kids, festive food and drinks, and 
Indians’ merchandise for sale. It was a 
great time for young and old!

If you missed this chance to give 
canned goods, but want to make a 
donation, visit WheelerMission.org 
and click on “Ways to Help” to make 
an online donation.

We want to thank the following 
foundations for their continued 

support of Wheeler Mission.
ADL Charitable Trust
Aikman Foundation 
Ayres Foundation 
The Blake Family Charitable 
   Foundation
The Brave Heart Foundation 
C & G Emanuel Charitable 
   Foundation
Canfield Memorial Trust Fund
Christian Ministries Foundation
DeHayes Family Foundation
Downtown Optimist Foundation
Drew Family Foundation 
E.D. Frenzel Family Charitable 
   Lead Trust
Eleanor F. Bookwalter Charitable 
   Lead Trust
Eternal Abundance Foundation

FSJ Foundation
Hosanna Foundation 
The Jenn Foundation
John & Betty Ober Foundation 
Kraabel Charitable Foundation
Lathrop’s Family Trust 
The Lucille and Bruce Lambert 
   Charitable Foundation 
MET Foundation
Nicholas Corey Charitable Trust
Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Memorial 
   Foundation
The Nina Mason Pulliam 
   Charitable Trust
The Orchard Foundation
The Saltsburg Fund 
Square D Foundation 
Thomasson Foundation 
Word and Deed Foundation
Yum! Brands Foundation
Zerkle Family Foundation 
The Zink Family Foundation 

Thank You for Supporting Us!
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decision making had taken its toll, but 
he was determined to become a godly 
man. He decided to stay. And this time, 
there was a big difference.

“I started to see what it’s really 
like to walk in the Spirit, how to have 
peace, how to have patience, how to 
love and have joy, how to share your 
faith with brothers.”

Allen graduated and was asked 
to stay on for our Servant Leader 
Training Program. That decision was 
“a no-brainer.” “I felt blessed to be 
able to give back.”

Today, the man who “struggled 
with Bible memory verses” is teaching 
God’s Word!  

“I’m blessed that the Lord chose 
me to sit in front of His children and 
speak about His Word. I feel great 
when I sit down and teach a guy 
something he hasn’t really thought 
about or seen before and he lights up. 
That’s the difference that I really got 
this time around…what I missed the 
first time…it’s not about me, it’s about 
Jesus and God’s Word…how to have a 
daily relationship with the Lord.”

The Mission Saved 
Allen’s Life…Twice!

The first time Allen came to the Mis-
sion he was 45. He was divorced 

and couldn’t hold a job because of his 
drug use.

Born and raised here in Indy, he 
came in for lunch and stayed on for 
almost a year in our Hebron Addiction 
Recovery Program.

“As I started to study the Lord’s 
Word, I realized that everything I’d 
been doing in my life up to that point 
had been a sin. I started to make some 
better choices.”

When Allen accepted Christ as 
his personal Savior, he noticed that 
“things started to change” in his life.  
“I started to care more about others 
than I did about myself.”

When he was asked to present 
his testimony, Allen had to face some 
hard truths about himself. “There 
were some things I wasn’t very proud 
of…things it was difficult for me to 
talk about. But once I did that, I felt 
liberated. I felt like I was born again.”

Allen may have been “walking 
in the light,” but deep within, there 
were still doubts and problems. “I was 
going through the motions and not 
really surrendering to the Lord.”

Just 17 days before graduation, 
Allen left the program. He returned 
home, went back to work and for 
nearly three years, he was clean and 
sober, sustained by his relationship 
with the Lord.

But when he relapsed, Allen fell 
hard. Six months later, he admitted 
he needed help again and called the 
Mission.

“I came with the idea of really 
seeking the Lord this time.” He made 
it to within 10 days of graduation...
before he was asked to repeat the 
program. Over 30 years of bad 

Get to know 
us better, 

learn about 
volunteer 
opportunities, 
read about the 
latest news and 
events and donate securely at  
www.WheelerMission.org. 

Visit Us Online!

Over the 
holidays, 

Wheeler 
Mission was 
blessed by 
the help of 
hundreds of 
individuals, 
churches, businesses and organi-
zations who gave of their time, 
talents and treasures to make the 
holidays a time of joy for the 
neediest in our community. 

Thank you to everyone who 
gave so generously to help the 
homeless and needy in Central 
Indiana!

To learn more, call (317) 635-
3575 or visit our website 
www.WheelerMission.org.

Holiday Blessings 

Mark your calendars! The 3rd 
annual Camp Out to Stamp 

Out Homelessness event is coming 
on June 15-16. 

Join us at the American  
Legion Mall in Downtown India-
napolis for a Christian music fest 
to spread awareness of homeless 
issues and raise funds for  
Wheeler Mission’s life-trans-
forming programs! 

Like to camp? Bring your 
camping gear and spend the 
night with us in the park!

For more information, visit  
www.WheelerMission.org, 
or contact Tammy Ellis at 
TammyEllis@wmm.org or 
(317) 635-3575.



Donate online at www.WheelerMission.org, 
or call (317) 635-3575.

Wheeler Mission Ministries
P.O. Box 3085
Indianapolis, IN 46206-3085
TAFAAADTDTADDFDADFFDTDDAFTDFTFDTADAAADAAFFATFTTTTTAFDADDAAFTTTTTA

Please return this completed form with your donation.  Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.  You will receive a receipt.

EAST 12

m  $15.75 to feed and care for 7 people 
m  $27.00 to feed and care for 12 people 
m  $51.75 to feed and care for 23 people 
m  $_________ to help as much as possible 

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card
         m VISA   m MC   m AMEX   m DISC

Join us

…17% of our home-
less neighbors are 
veterans?

Wheeler Mission’s 
STEPS (Steps Toward 

Economic and Personal 
Stability) program provides 
housing and meals while 
helping veterans apply for 
and receive benefits. 
(Statistics provided by the Coalition 
for Homeless Intervention and 
Prevention’s 2011 Homeless Count
Report for Indianapolis.) 

Drumstick Dash 2011
More than 15,000 runners and 

walkers joined us in Broad Rip-
ple on Thanksgiving morning for our 
9th annual Drumstick Dash presented 
by Huntington Bank! 

Dave Calabro emceed and threw 
t-shirts to the crowd. The celebrity 
winners were Pete Dunn (WIBC, 
Pete the Planner) and Julie Patterson 
(Channel 8, WishTV). 

Andrew Sherman of Indianapolis, 
IN, won with a time of 22:00.3. Laura 
Farley of Carmel, IN, won female first 
place with a time of 25:07.2 and was 
the first female to catch Jerry Gobbler. 
Brandon Smith of Indianapolis, IN, 
was the first male to catch the turkey. 

The kids had a great time racing Jer-
ry Gobbler in our Lil’ Gobbler’s Run, 
presented by Managed Health Services, 
and each received a medal and a bag of 
candy for their participation. 

Thank you so much to all of our 
wonderful sponsors and volunteers! 
We just couldn’t do it without you!

To learn more about this annual 
event, visit WheelerMission.org. 

Huntington Bank
Brooks Sports
BlueMile
Managed Health Services
Starbucks
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
WTHR 13
Applebee’s
Clear Channel
Connect Think
Nonprofit Financial 
   Solutions

WFMS
St. Vincent Health
Kroger 
Jackson Oil
Brewer Direct, Inc.
United Hope Foundation
Chicago’s Pizza
Expense Reduction 
   Analysts
Printing Partners
Frito Lay
All My Sons Moving 
   & Storage

Tuxedo Brothers
Harlan Bakeries, Inc.
LA Fitness
Donatos
Summer’s Plumbing, 
   Heating & Cooling
SixSix Graphics
Road ID
Ray’s Trash Service, Inc.
airWorx
Incredible Pizza

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my gift to provide meals and 
care at Easter and throughout the year:

Hope 
starts 
here!

Thanks to Our Drumstick Dash 2011 
Sponsors... We couldn’t have done it without you!
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