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“a solid foundation.”
Andy’s building

A ndy has had people who watched 
over him for 31 years: His mom 
who sheltered and cared for him, 

even when he was smoking marijuana 
and later using heroin, and the mentor 
from his high school days in the Young 
Life Christian program. 

Andy’s mentor had recommended 
our Hebron program even before Andy 
got into the trouble that sent him to jail. 
“He was the only one who would answer 
my phone calls,” Andy remembers. 
“He said he wouldn’t bail me out, but 
when I was released, he flew all the way 
from California to try and help, but I 
wasn’t ready for treatment.” Two weeks 
later, Andy was sitting in jail and realized that he did need help. His mentor 
arranged for someone to drive Andy to us.

At first, it was all overwhelming. Andy had never been in a shelter, never 
lived with people who were homeless. But then he came to the realization that 
doing things “his way” hadn’t worked out, so he “gave it a chance.”

“The Lord has really put leaders in front of my face,” Andy says. 
He graduated from our Hebron program and stayed to enter our Servant 
Leadership Training program which allowed him to continue to grow 
personally and spiritually while serving in the Christian community at the 
same time.

Today, Andy is taking part in a pastoral leadership residency program at 
his church that’s having a big impact on the lives of teens, just as his high 
school program did for Andy. He also works here at the Mission with guys in 
our programs to help them find local churches and support networks.

Andy’s best relationship with young people is the one rekindled with 
his four-year-old son! “His mom went from ‘I don’t want you to see him’ to 
letting me pick him up from pre-school and having him in my apartment!”

“I have an eternal peace now...And hope for the future!”

A Message From 
Rick Alvis

Has there ever been something 
that’s kept you awake at night?

For me, over the last several 
years, it’s been knowing that more 
than 200 men were crammed into 
our Men’s Emergency Shelter…a 
space originally intended to 
accommodate 75 each night.

But with 1,900 people homeless 
and hungry in Indianapolis, we 
weren’t going to turn any men 
away, especially during bitterly 
cold months of the year. So we put 
mats on the floor and tried to help 
as many as we could.

Now, I – and the men at our 
shelter! – can rest easier. Because 
thanks to your support, our 
expanded Shelter for Men can 
comfortably fit 200 each night, 
protecting men from the elements 
and offering them the help they 
need to change their lives for the 
better. 

And for the first time, men who 
have disabilities and aren’t able to 
take the stairs will now have access 
to beds, thanks to a new elevator. 

With more beds, better access 
and expanded service areas 
inside, this new shelter is such 
a powerful example of God’s 
provision, and His continuing 
grace on this ministry to those in 
need of help, hope and healing. 

It’s also a reminder of your 
kindness and commitment to our 
work. Thank you for being such a 
faithful friend to the Mission, and to 
men who otherwise wouldn’t have 
a place to lay their head at night.

Rick Alvis
President/CEO



These are truly wonderful 
reminders of all the great 

work you’ve made possible 
here at Wheeler Mission 
during the past year. You’ve 
been a compassionate 
partner – and a tremendous 
blessing! 

Thank You 
for Your 
Support in 
2014!

Emergency Food & Shelter
Nearly 120,000 nights of safe shelter were provided for men, 
women and children so they didn’t have to spend the night on the 
cold, dangerous streets or in their cars.

More than 300,000 nourishing meals were served to hungry 
neighbors from Indianapolis and all over central Indiana.

Center for Women and Children
950 homeless women and 90 children were given the physical, 
emotional and spiritual support they needed to begin living healthy, 
self-sufficient lives.

9 women graduated from our year-long Higher Ground Addiction 
Recovery Program, giving them the tools for long-term success and 
freedom from harmful addictions in their lives.

Shelter for Men
Nearly 7,000 homeless men were cared for at our Shelter for Men, 
receiving emergency shelter, meals and medical care, and the chance 
to attend chapel services and classes. 

Hebron Addiction Recovery Program
40 men graduated from our year-long rehabilitation program, ready 
to start new lives, reunite with their families and return to being 
productive, contributing citizens.

Servant Leadership Training Program
32 men and 8 women were part of our discipleship program that 
allows recovery program graduates to continue their spiritual growth, 
strengthen their recovery, and minister to men and women just 
beginning our addiction recovery programs.

Chapel
Attendance at our chapel services, Bible studies and elective 
classes reached almost 100,000 as the men and women in our 
shelters and long-term programs were led by our staff and dozens of 
local churches who shared God’s love and hope.



CROWDED: Our Shelter for Men and our 
Center for Women & Children put mats on 
the floors of both emergency shelters every 
night of 2014, especially during the brutally 
cold winter as the city’s Winter Contingency 
partner.

From that need came the dream of an 
updated and expanded Shelter for Men – 
now, a completed project as of December 
2014! Today, with 76 new permanent beds 
and more room, this 12,000-square-foot 
expansion is a refuge for more people in 
need.

Take me out to the ball game: Every 
August, the Indianapolis Indians invite 
Wheeler Mission staff and guests to Victory 
Field. It was an exciting night of baseball 
– and a great show of support for Wheeler 
Mission. Gerry Gobbler, our Drumstick 
Dash mascot, even got to throw out the  
first pitch!

What’s the 2nd largest running 
event in Indiana? If you guessed 
Wheeler Mission’s Drumstick 
Dash, you got it! Our 12th 
annual Drumstick Dash filled 
the streets of Broad Ripple with 
runners and walkers Thanksgiving 
morning, making a difference! 
Nearly 19,000 runners/walkers 
participated for this event!

Thanks to over 18,000 participants who 
gave up their holiday morning to help 
people in need. And a huge THANK 
YOU to our 1,300 wonderful volunteers 
and 45 generous sponsors that helped 
make this year’s Drumstick Dash such a 
success.

$45,487 in just 30 days: After 30 days 
of fundraising, 33 golfers took part in our 
annual golf tournament, 100 Holes for the 
Homeless, at Broadmoor Country Club. 
They golfed for nearly 9 hours – and it was 
a true blessing that more than half of our 
golfers exceeded their fundraising goal of 
$1,000!

Coming Home to Hebron: At the 7th annual Hebron Homecoming, many men who have 
been part of our men’s Addiction Recovery Program gathered at Camp Hunt for a day of fellow-
ship, BBQ, and a time of worship. It was a blessing to see these men return with their families 
and to hear how God is continuing to work in their lives.



Donate online at www.WheelerMission.org or 
call (317) 635-3575.

Wheeler Mission
P.O. Box 3085
Indianapolis, IN 46206-3085
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CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

m  $15.75 to feed and care for 7 people 
m  $27.00 to feed and care for 12 people 
m  $51.75 to feed and care for 23 people 
m  $________ to feed and care for as many as possible

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card

         m            m            m            m   

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Connect with 
us online! Facebook.com/WheelerMission

H ere’s my gift to begin a year 
of help, hope & care.

2015

A s we marvel at all the good 
works that have been done 
in 2014 and look forward to 

2015, one thing is crystal clear: None 
of  this would happen without 
your support.

Your generosity provides meals 
and shelter. Your gifts make it possible 
for homeless men, women and 
children to receive the help they so 
desperately need. Your donations 
get people off  the streets and into 
programs that will change their lives 
and give them hope!

Central Indiana has an enormous 
number of  people in need right now. 
We need your generous support today 
to feed, clothe and shelter them, heal 
them physically and show them the 
love of  Christ that will mend their 
broken hearts and souls. 

Please help us start the New Year off  
strong. Use the form below to send your 
gift today. Or give safely and securely 
online at www.WheelerMission.org.

Thank you in advance for your 
compassion and love!

You change 
people’s 
lives and 
give them 
hope!

W heeler Mission is celebrating 122 
years of caring for men, women 
and children who are hungry, 

homeless and in need. 
Today, thanks to the life-saving, life-changing 

programs and services offered by the Mission, there are 
thousands of individuals who are no longer homeless, 
hungry or struggling with harmful addictions.

During this 122nd year of service, we plan to add 

even more names to that growing list.
The people we help aren’t statistics. They’re living, 

breathing mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, 
brothers and sisters. With our help, and your gifts of time, 
talents and treasure, they’ll come to the Mission seeking 
help...and leave ready to live healthier, more stable lives.

Please continue to partner with us to change people’s 
lives and give them help, healing and hope for another 
122 years!

Forecast
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